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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

1974 Tutor, School of History, University of New South Wales 

1975-1979 Postgraduate scholar, Department of History, Research School of Social Sciences, 

Australian National University 

1979-1983 Tutor, School of History, University of New South Wales 

1984-1988 Lecturer, School of Humanities, Griffith University 

1989-1993 Senior Lecturer, School of Humanities, Griffith University 

1992-3 Head, School of Australian and Comparative Studies, Griffith University 

1992 Director, Queensland Studies Centre, Griffith University 

1993-1996 Dean and Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Griffith University 

1996-  Professor, Faculty/School of Humanities, Griffith University 

1997-1999 Head, School of Humanities, Griffith University 

2000-2006 Dean, Graduate Studies, Griffith University 

2006-2007 Research Professor, Centre for Public Culture and Ideas, Griffith University 

2007-2012 Australian Research Council Australian Professorial Fellow, Griffith University  

2007-2009 Honorary Professor, Beijing Foreign Studies University 

2007-2009 Treasurer, Australian Academy of Humanities 

2008-2010 Member, Australian Research Council College of Experts 

2009 Director, ARC Centre of Excellence in Policing and Security 

 
TEACHING AREAS (UNDERGRADUATE AND COURSEWORK POSTGRADUATE) 

1974, 1979-83  Asian, European, Australian History 

1984-2000 Australian Studies, Irish History, Studies in Culture and Politics 

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 

Books: 

Insanity and the Insane in Post-Famine Ireland, London and New York: Croom Helm and Barnes and Noble, 1981 
(241 pp.); republished 2003, American Council of Learned Societies History E-Book 

(ed) Policing in Australia: Historical Perspectives, Kensington: UNSW Press, 1987. (239 pp., including 2 chapters 
by MF, pp. 1-14, 88-113) 
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Police and Government: Histories of Policing in Australia, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 1994 (238pp.)  

Punishment in Australian Society, Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1997 (186pp.) 

When police unionise: the politics of law and order in Australia, Sydney: Sydney Institute of Criminology 
Monograph Series No 15, 2002 (258 pp.) 

(ed.)‘The difficulties of my position’: the diaries of John Buckley Castieau 1855-1884, Canberra: National Library 
of Australia (2004) (324 pp.). 

JV Barry: a Life, Kensington: UNSW Press, 2007 (336 pp.) 

Selected Major Articles and Chapters: 

'The popular defence of Chidley', Labour History, No.41, November, 1981, pp 57-73. 

'Sexuality and social order:  the State versus Chidley', in Sydney Labour History Group, What Rough Beast?  The 
State and Social Order in Australian History, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1982. 

'Asylums, families and the state', History Workshop Journal, No.20, Autumn, 1985, pp. 134-148. 

'Vincent Buckley's Ireland', Meanjin, 3/1986, pp 379-388. 

'Censorship and the child:  explaining the comics campaigns', Australian Historical Studies, no.92, 1989, pp.220-
240. 

'The Fitzgerald Commission:  Law, Politics and State Corruption in Queensland', Australian Journal of Public 
Administration, vol.XLVII, no.4, December 1988, pp.332-342. 

'The Irish and crime in the late nineteenth century:  a statistical inquiry', in O. Macdonagh and W. Mandle (eds) 
Irish-Australian Studies:  Papers delivered at the Fifth Irish-Australian Conference, Canberra:  Australian 
National University, 1989, pp.77-98. 

'Police rules and the organization of policing in Queensland, 1905-1916', Australian and New Zealand Journal of 
Criminology, 22, June 1989, pp.95-108. 

'Penality and policy:  Griffith and the limits of law reform in colonial Queensland', Australian Cultural History, 
no.8, 1989, pp.84-97. 

'Censorship and conservatism:  an historical case for conceptual divorce', Australian-Canadian Studies, vol.7, 
no.1-2, December 1989, pp.81-94. 

'Labour, Class and Culture', in J. Walter (ed.), Australian Studies:  A Survey, Melbourne:  OUP, 1989, pp. 206-219. 

'Police Corruption and Police Reform:  The Fitzgerald Inquiry in Queensland, Australia' in Policing and Society, 
1990, vol.1, pp.159-171. 

'Governing the Police' in F.B. Smith (ed.) Ireland, England and Australia:  Essays in Honour of Oliver 
MacDonagh, Canberra:  ANU and Cork:  Cork University Press, 1990, pp. 201-223. 

'Police and Politics in Australia:  the case for historical revision', Australia and New Zealand Journal of 
Criminology, 23, December 1990, pp.218-228. 

'The varieties of policing:  colonial Queensland 1860-1900' in D. Anderson and D. Killingray (eds) Policing the 
Empire: Government, Authority and Control, 1830-1940, Manchester University Press, 1991, pp. 33-51. 

'After the convicts - towards a history of imprisonment in Australia', Australian and New Zealand Journal of 
Criminology, 1991, 24, 2 pp 105-118. 

 (With Tony Bennett, Chilla Bulbeck) Accessing the Past, Institute for Cultural Policy Studies, Griffith University, 
1991. 

'Irish psychiatry Part 1: The formation of a profession', in G. Berrios and H. Freeman (eds), 150 Years of British 
Psychiatry, 1841-1991,  Gaskell: Royal College of Psychiatrists, 1991 for the British Journal of 
Psychiatry, pp. 306-313 

(With Stephen Garton),'The work of policing: social relations and the criminal justice system in Queensland 1880-
1914 Part 1', Labour History, No 62, April 1992, pp 52-70; '....Part 2'; Labour History, No 63, Nov 1992, 
pp 43-64. 
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(With Clive R Moore), ‘Kanaka slaves or willing workers? Melanesians and the Criminal Justice System in 
Queensland in the 1890s’,  Criminal Justice History: An International Annual, XIII: 1992, pp. 141-160. 

'"Political Correctness" and the Politics of History' in Ray Land (ed) Invasion and After: A Case Study in Curriculum 
Politics, Queensland Studies Centre, Faculty of Humanities, Griffith University, 1994, pp. 19-24. 

'Larrikins, Delinquents and Cops: Police and Young People in Australian History' in Rob White & Christine Alder 
(eds) The Police and Young People in Australia, Cambridge University Press, Melbourne, 1994, pp. 7-26. 

‘Law and the social uses of the asylum in nineteenth century Ireland’, in J Carriere and D Tomlinson (eds) Asylum 
in the Community, Routledge, 1996, pp. 91-110. 

‘Censorship and the child: explaining the comics campaign’, in P Russell and R White (eds) Reflections on 
Twentieth Century Australia, Allen & Unwin, 1996. 

'A decline of violence in Ireland? Crime, policing and social relations, 1860-1914', Crime, History & Societies, vol. 
1, no.1, 1997, pp. 51-70.  

Colonisation and incarceration:  the criminal justice system and Aboriginal Australians, Trevor Reese Memorial 
Lecture, Sir Robert Menzies Centre for Australian Studies, London, 1997 

'Sir John Barry and the Melbourne Department of Criminology: Some Other Foundations of Australian 
Criminology', ANZ Journal of Criminology, 31(1)1998, 69-81 

‘Police’, ‘Prisons’, ‘Crime and Punishment’, ‘Capital Punishment’, in G. Davison et al (eds), The Oxford 
Companion to Australian History, Oxford University Press, 1998. 

‘”A moral miasma”? Comics and censorship in the 1950s’, in A. Shiell (ed.), Bonzer: Australian Comics 1900s-
1990's, Elgua Media, 1998, pp. 49-53. 

‘From police force to police service: aspects of the recent history of the New South Wales Police’, in D. Dixon (ed) 
A culture of corruption: changing an Australian Police Service, Sydney: Hawkins Press, 1999 

The road to Mundingburra : police unions and politics in Australia, Griffith University Professorial lecture series, 
2000, no. 3.  

‘Police unions in Australia: a history of the present’, Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 12, 1, July 2000, pp. 5-19. 

‘Crime’, in W. Prest et al (eds), The Wakefield Companion to South Australian History, Wakefield Press, 2001 

'The 1931 Carrigan Committee and the "moral condition of the Saorstat"', Irish Historical Studies, xxxii, 128, Nov 
2001, pp. 519-536. 

(with John McGuire) 'The uses of punishment and exile – Aborigines in colonial Australia', Punishment and 
Society, 3, 2, 2001, pp. 279-298 

‘Payback, customary law and criminal law in colonised Australia’, International Journal of the Sociology of Law, 
29, 2001, pp. 293-310.  

(with Tony Woodyatt), ‘”Not the King’s enemies”: prisoners and their rights in Australian history’, in D. Brown 
and M. Wilkie (eds), Prisoners as citizens: human rights in Australian prisons, Sydney: The Federation 
Press, 2002, pp. 81-101. 

‘The ruly and the unruly: the uses of isolation in the management of the insane’, in A. Bashford and C. Strange (eds), 
Isolation: Places and Practices of Exclusion, Routledge, 2003, pp. 89-103. 

‘From dangerous lunatic to human rights? – the law and mental illness in Australian history’, in C. Coleborne and 
D. Mackinnon, (eds), 'Madness' in Australia: History, heritage and the asylum API/UQP, 2003, pp. 23-
36. 

'Just like a ‘nun’s picnic’? Violence and colonisation in Australia', Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 14, 3, 2003, 
pp. 299-305. 

‘Just like a “nun's picnic”’?’, Journal of Australian Indigenous Issues, v.6, no.1, Mar 2003, pp. 28-29. 

‘Counting the cost of the “Nun’s Picnic”’, in R. Manne (ed), Whitewash: on Keith Windschuttle’s Fabrication of 
Aboriginal History, Black Inc. Agenda, 2003, pp. 299-310. 

‘Inquiries into Truth’,  Australian Academy of the Humanities Annual Lecture (15 November 2002), in Australian 
Academy of the Humanities, Proceedings, Canberra, 2003, pp. 91-119. 
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‘Inquiries into Truth’, in Iain McCalman and Ann McGrath, (eds), Proof & Truth: The Humanist as Expert, 
Canberra, Australian Academy of the Humanities, 2003, pp. 201-228 (same as preceding item). 

‘The Union and the Department: A Struggle for Control?’, Victorian Historical Journal, 74, 2. Oct 2003, pp. 225-
242.  

(with Jonathan Richards), ‘”You’ll get nothing out of it”? The Inquest, Police and Aboriginal Deaths in Colonial 
Queensland’, Australian Historical Studies, 35, 123, April 2004, pp. 84-105. 

‘Norval Morris (1923-2004)’, Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 15, 3, March 2004, pp. 267-271. 

‘Crimes of violence, crimes of empire?’, in B. S. Godfrey and G. Dunstall (eds), Crime and Empire 1840-1940: 
Criminal justice in local and global context, Willan Publishing, 2005, pp. 43-56. 

‘ The ABC of Criminology: Anita Muhl, J. V. Barry, Norval Morris and the Making of a Discipline in Australia’
, British Journal of Criminology, 46, 3, 2006, pp. 399-422. 

(with Dean Wilson) ‘From Sleuths to Technicians: changing images of the Detective in Victoria’, in C. Emsley and 
H. Shpayer-Markov (eds), Police Detectives in History, 1750-1950, Aldershot: Ashgate, 2006, pp. 135-
156. 

‘Irish crime without the outrage: the statistics of criminal justice in the later nineteenth century’, in N. Dawson (ed) 
Reflections on law and history, Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2006, pp. 203-222.  

‘The tides of customary law’, ANZLH-Ejournal, Keynote Speech 
(http://www.anzlhsejournal.auckland.ac.nz/Keynote%20Speeches.htm), 2006. 

(with John Myrtle), ‘”My Dear and Loyal Friend”: the friendship of JV Barry and Brian Fitzpatrick’, in S 
Macintyre and S. Fitzpatrick (eds), Against the Grain: Brian Fitzpatrick and Manning Clark in Australian  
History, Melbourne: Melbourne University, 2007. 

‘”The English have no altruism”: JV Barry and Irish identity in twentieth-century Australia’, History Australia, 4, 
2, 2007, pp. 41.4-41.14  

‘No longer a “workingman's paradise”? Australian police unions and political action in a changing industrial 
environment.’ Police Practice and Research, 9(2), 2008: 131 – 143   

'The public rhetorics of policing in times of war and violence: countering apocalyptic visions', Crime, Law and Social 
Change, published SpringerLink Online First 24 June at http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10611-008-9125-5 

‘Long gone, but not best forgotten? The Queensland Special Branch’, Griffith Review, Spring 2008, 77-88 (online at 
http://www3.griffith.edu.au/01/griffithreview/toc.php)  

‘Promoting the theory and practice of criminology: The Australian and New Zealand Society of Criminology and its 
founding moment’, ANZ Journal of Criminology, 41, 2, 2008: 199-215 

‘Wolston Park Hospital 1865-2001: a Restrospect’, Queensland Review, 15, 2, 2008: 39-58.  

‘Customary law and the treatment of criminals’, in P. Cane and J. Conaghan (eds), The New Oxford Companion to 
Law, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008, p. 294. 

(with Fiona Paisley)‘Police violence and the limits of law on a late colonial frontier: the ‘Borroloola case’ in 1930s 
Australia’, Law and History Review (forthcoming, 2009) 

‘The intellectual origins of criminology: Australia’, in E. McLaughlin and T. Newburn (eds), The Sage Handbook 
of Criminological Theory, Sage (forthcoming) 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS, CONSULTANCIES AND APPOINTMENTS 
Research grants: 

1987-89 'Policing in Queensland, 1860-1960', Griffith University Research Grants Scheme (1987, with Stephen 
Garton)(c.$15,000) 

1989-91 'Accessing the Past:  A Visitor Study of the Social History Museums of the History Trust of South 
Australia' (with T. Bennett, C. Bulbeck, J. Craik), Griffith University Research Scheme Special 
Program Grant)(c.$20,000) 

1991-2 'After the Convicts:  A History of Prisons and Punishment in Australia after 1850', ARC Small Grants 
Scheme (c.$24,000) 

1993 'J B Castieau: Prisons and society in colonial Victoria', ARC Small Grants Scheme ($12,000). 



Finnane: curriculum vitae 
 

 

 

5

1995-7 'The Decline of Inter-personal Violence, 1860-1930: A Cross-Cultural Comparison in Four Common 
Law Systems', ARC Large Grant Scheme (with Simon Stevenson, 1995-6) ($124,000). 

1998 ‘Asian Images of Australia’, Griffith University Research Grants, $12,000 (with David Carter, Regina 
Ganter) 

1998-9 'Police Unions and Politics in Australia, 1920-1997', ARC Large Grant Scheme ($63,000) 
2000-2001 ‘Asylum and community: a history of Wolston Park Hospital, 1865-2000’, ARC SPIRT Scheme, 

with Queensland Health ($38,000)  
2000-2002 ‘Asian Accounts of Australia: Change, comparison and analysis’, ARC SPIRT Scheme, with 

National Library of Australia (Team Leaders: Professor Tony Milner, ANU and Professor Mark 
Finnane, Griffith University; Chief Investigators: Ms Alison Broinowski and Mr Shun Ikeda, ANU) 
($125,000)  

2003-2005, ‘John Vincent Barry: law, social reform and institutional innovation in mid-twentieth century 
Australia’ ARC Discovery Project ($76,000) 

2007-2011, ‘Understanding forms of violence and their regulation in Australian history’, ARC Discovery 
Project/Australian Professorial Fellow, DP0771492 ($557,764) 

2008-2012, ARC Centre of Excellence in Policing and Security (Director: Professor Lorraine Mazerolle, 
Griffith University, Deputy Director, Professor Peter Grabosky, ANU; Finnane: Chief Investigator, 
Project 2.7: ‘Balancing Security Priorities with the Rule of Law and Democratic Values’)   

 
Consultancies: 

1990 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Deaths in Custody: Consultancy Papers  (i) Criminal Justice for 
Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders in Queensland (for Queensland Regional Report); (ii) 
Diversion from Custody (for National Report) 

1991 Parliamentary Criminal Justice Committee, Review Report (Consultancy). 
1991 Administrative Services Department- Boggo Road Gaol Conservation Analysis. (Consultancy). 
1995 Royal Commission into the New South Wales Police Service (History of the NSW Police Service).  
1996 Review of the Queensland Police Service (Paper on Legal and Administrative Inquiries into the QPS) 
1999 Forde Commission of Inquiry into Abuse of Children in Queensland Institutions (Consultancy) 

 
OTHER RESEARCH  

Referee – for Australia Research Council Large Grant Programs, Wellcome Institute, UK (History of Medicine 
Program), Social Science Research Council (Canada), Marsden Trust (NZ)  and journals including Australian 
Historical Studies, Australia and New Zealand Journal of Criminology, Social History of Medicine, British 
Journal of Psychiatry; Law and History Review; Journal of Australian Studies; Crimes, History & Societies. 

Book reviews – for many journals including Australian Historical Studies, Australian Journal of Politics and 
History, Australia and New Zealand Journal of Criminology, Journal of Religious History, Social 
History of Medicine, Clio Medica 

 
PhD RESEARCH SUPERVISION AND EXAMINATION 

Graduated: 
'The Maternal and Infant Health Policies of the Qld. Labor Government 1915-1940' Wendy Selby (1993)  
'The Administration of Aborigines in Queensland' Ros Kidd (1995)(co-sup) 
'A History of Limited Liability Legislation in England and Australia' Rob McQueen (1996) 
'The Queensland Housing Commission, 1945-1957' Robyn Hollander (1997) 
'Emotions and the ethics of justice and care' David Moore (1998) 
‘Gender, Work and Occupations’, Rosemary Pringle (1999) (co-sup.) 
'Law in China: The Intermediate Court in Baotou' Sue Trevaskes  (co-sup)(2001) 
'Gender and law in the Japanese court', Catherine Burns (co-sup)(2001) 
'Negotiating Indigenous Resistance in the South Pacific: Australia, Aotearaoa/New Zealand and Kanaky/New 

Caledonia, Three cases in Historical Redescription’, Lorenzo Veracini (co-sup)(2002) 
'If Methadone is the Answer, what is the Question?' Melissa Bull  (co-sup) (2002) 
‘Managing Their Own Affairs: The Australian Deaf Community during the 1920s and 1930s’ Breda Carty (co-sup) 

2005 
'State Police in a State of Change: Remaking the Entrepreneurial Officer' Darren Palmer (co-sup.) 2005 
‘The Native Police in Queensland’, Jonathan Richards (co-sup), 2006 
 
In Progress (at Sept 2007) 
 
‘Suzhi and education in China’, Delia Lin (co-sup) 
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‘Investigating Death: A History of the Queensland Coroner’s Office’, Lee Butterworth (co-sup) 
‘Heritage and urban values: Sydney and Beijing’, Cai Hongxia (co-sup) 
‘Mercenaries’ Ruth Delaforce (co-sup) 
‘Censorship and surveillance of the radical Russian community in Brisbane, 1911-1921’, (co-sup) 
 
 
PhD examiner - for universities including Griffith, ANU, Melbourne, Monash, La Trobe, UNSW, Sydney, 

Murdoch, Flinders, Queensland, Northern Territory University, Victoria University of 
Wellington, University of Auckland. 

 

Mark Finnane, May 2009 


